November 14, 2001

House, the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. SOUDER) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. SOUDER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
HONOR THE FALLEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Virginia (Mrs. JO ANN
DAVIS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I began last week with the
help of my colleagues to read a growing
list of over 3,000 individuals who per-
ished on September 11, 2001. This list,
provided by the Congressional Re-
search Service, includes the names of
many of the victims of the recent hor-
rific attacks on our great Nation.

I stand before this House to pay my
respects to our fallen brothers and sis-
ters; and I ask my colleagues again to
join me today, and for as many days as
it takes, in this ongoing effort to honor
those individuals who lost their lives
or are still missing.

Elena Ledesma; Alexis Leduc; Daniel
John Lee; Dong Lee; Richard Y.C. Lee;
Juanita Lee; Lorraine Lee; Myung-woo
Lee; Yang-Der Lee; Kathryn Blair Lee;
David Shufee Lee; Hyun-joon Paul Lee;
Jong-min Lee; Stuart Soo-Jin Lee;
Gary H. Lee; Stephen Lefkowitz;
Adriana Legro; Edward J. Lehman;
Eric Andrew Lehrfeld; David Ralph
Leistman; David Prudencio Lemagne;
Joseph A. Lenihan; John Joseph
Lennon, Jr.; John Robinson Lenoir;
Jorge Luis Leon; Matthew G. Leonard;
Michael Lepore; Charles A. Lesperance;
Jeffrey Earle LeVeen; John Dennis
Levi; Neil D. Levin; Alisha Caren
Levin; Robert M. Bob Levine; Shai
Levinhar; Daniel C. Lewin; Jennifer
Lewis; Kenneth Lewis; Adam J. Lewis;
Margaret S. Lewis; Ye Wei Liang; Dan-
iel F. Libretti; Ralph M. Licciardi; Ed-

ward Lichtschein; Steven B.
Lillianthal; Carlos R. Lillo; Craig
Lilore; Arnold A. Lim; Darya Lin;

Weirong Lin; Tomas Gallegos Linares;
Nickie Lindo; Thomas B. Linehan, Jr.;
Robert T. Linnane; Alan Linton; Diane
T. Lipari; Kenneth P. Lira; Francisco
Liriano; Lorraine Lisi; Vincent M.
Litto; Ming-Hao Liu; Joseph Livera;
Alexandru Liviu; Nancy Liz.

Mr. Speaker, this is by no means the
entire list, but I thank my colleagues
who have already joined me in reading
these names and putting them in our
RECORD, and I ask my other colleagues
to continue to step forward and to read
these names, that we may write them
down in the history books so they will
be remembered as people, as family
members, as opposed to numbers.

DENOUNCING THE TREATMENT OF
WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN AF-
GHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is
for 5 minutes.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, again I rise to express my
outrage to the American people about
the brutal treatment directed against
women and children by the Taliban re-
gime.

The Women’s Caucus, on which I
serve as one of its Chairs, had the
privilege of meeting with Defense Sec-
retary Rumsfeld, Assistant Secretary
Wolfowitz, and Tori Clarke, the assist-
ant Deputy Secretary for public affairs
at the Pentagon on Thursday to discuss
the war on terrorism.

As the women of this House ex-
pressed their concern for the women
and children of Afghanistan, we were
at ease to know that our administra-
tion supports our concerns 110 percent.
We have vowed to work with the Sec-
retary to ensure that women and chil-
dren are benefactors of any aid pack-
ages to the region and that any at-
tempts to return prosperity to Afghan-
istan includes the input of women-led
NGOs and the Afghani people.

We also discussed the importance of
informing the American people about
how ridiculous the Taliban truly is. In
order to do that, we must continue to
bring attention to their treatment of
women and children in the region.

Tonight I will focus on the children
of Afghanistan, defenseless victims in
this web of persecution. In addition to
women, children have also been denied
their most basic rights to health, edu-
cation, family life, and all too often
have themselves been targets.

Mr. Speaker, in addition, an increas-
ing number of Afghan children are
being drawn into war by the ruling
Taliban. However, things have changed
this week and we are hopeful for the
better.

My heart goes out to the children of
Afghanistan who will be left with the
scars and mental anguish of having
watched their mothers being beaten in
the streets or executed. Sadly, Afghani
children face more hardship than sim-
ply witnessing the abuse of their moth-
ers.

The United Nations estimates that 2
million Afghan children are either ref-
ugees living in overcrowded shelters in
neighboring countries or are internally
displaced. About 25 percent of children
inside Afghanistan die before age 5
years of diseases that could be cured by
commonly-available medicine. This is
as a result of women being denied or
not receiving proper health care for
themselves or their children.

The question must also be raised
about who is carrying for the over-1
million orphaned children of Afghani-
stan. Already an extremely poor coun-
try and a poor nation, Afghanistan is
experiencing its worst drought in liv-
ing memory. The Afghan people are
desperate for food, medicine, and shel-
ter. With harsh Afghan winter coming
on, the prices will only get worst.

Experts estimate that Afghanistan
needs 1,500 tons of food relief daily. So
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far, the United States has only dropped
about 1 percent of that need. Approxi-
mately 1.7 million children are at risk
this winter from freezing and starva-
tion. A significant increase in food,
shelter, education and health care serv-
ices is necessary to ward off starvation,
disease and death.

We must ensure that more aid is di-
rected to the region and increased do-
nations are directed to the U.N. funds
so that children in this war-torn nation
can receive assistance before the harsh
winter sets in.

Reports of children being recruited
by the Taliban is also very disturbing.
These reports indicate that there has
been increased recruitment of children
to perform service. I have witnessed
horrific displays of young boys on the
battle front who appear barely in their
teens carrying assault rifles and even
rocket-propelled grenade launches on
television. We must continue to up-
holds efforts to stop this practice.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the adminis-
tration’s commitment to the women
and children of Afghanistan; and the
Women’s Caucus looks forward to
working closely with Secretary Rums-
feld to ensure dramatic increases in the
United States’ efforts to provide long-
term humanitarian assistance.

As I have said each time I have come
to this floor to address this issue, I
stand in full support of providing direct
funding to Afghan women-led organiza-
tions like the Revolutionary Associa-
tion of the Women of Afghanistan,
which is RAWA, to ensure that the pri-
mary benefactors are women and chil-
dren. If we are to have durable peace in
Afghanistan, it is important, Mr.
Speaker, to provide hope and rehabili-
tation to the Afghani children and
youth in order to make them a con-
structive force for the rebuilding of
their country.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2269, RETIREMENT SECURITY
ADVICE ACT OF 2001

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 107-289) on the
resolution (H. Res. 288) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2269) to
amend title I of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 and
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
promote the provision of retirement in-
vestment advice to workers managing
their retirement income assets, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

————

REPUBLICAN POSITION ON
AIRLINE SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FOLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, there have
been some troubling comments made
by our colleagues relative to the Re-
publican position on airline security.
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